Butterworth Gospel Hall

10th May, 2009
Mother’s Day Message
The Four Mothers in Jesus’ Lineage
Matt. 1:1-18
Intro.: 
Note the Mention of Four Women (excluding Mary) in Jesus’ Genealogy, viz. Tamar (v. 3), Rahab and Ruth (v.5),

Bathsheba (v.6). 
This was Unusual in the Jewish custom of listing only males in genealogies.

This was Ungraceful in that all the four women would not be “acceptable” women to the Jews – three could be

regarded as immoral (Tamar, Rahab, Bathsheba) and one as racially unacceptable (Ruth, a Moabitess cf. Deut. 23:3)

This would suggest…

(1) 
An act of divine Grace (that came with Jesus) to include women in the Genealogy of the Lord.
Jn. 1:17

(2) 
An act of God’s condescending Graciousness to include these “disgraced” women in the Lord’s lineage. 


Tamar committed incest, Rahab was a prostitute, Ruth was a Gentile and Bathsheba committed adultery.  

This was not Unexpected in Jesus: 
Cf. Gal. 3:27, 28; Eph. 2:14


There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
Ruth, the Moabitess, a Gentile


There is neither bond nor free, 
Rahab bonded to harlotry.


There is neither male nor female: 
Tamar, Rahab, Ruth and Bathesheba – four women



for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.
All in the Genealogy of Jesus
For He is our Peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us Eph. 2:14

· Only Mary had a “Sanctified Status” among these women!
Mt. 1:18-25



A. Tamar, the Resourceful Mother – Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar. Mt. 1:3
1. Her Tragic Past – She was a childless widow of two husbands.  
Gen. 38:7-11

a. The Wife of Er. He was Wicked in the Sight of the Lord and He Slew him.

38:7

b. The Wife of Onan. He Refused to Raise up seed for his brother, Er. The Lord slew him.

38:8-10


[Onan knew the child would be the Descendant and heir of his Deceased brother, Deut, 25:5, 6)]
38:8, 9

c. The Wife Judah insincerely promised to Shelah. Tamar was to Wait for him.

38:11

2. Her Temporary Pose as a Prostitute because of a Promise not kept.

38:14-23
a. Her Disguise: she…covered her with a veil, and wrapped herself, and sat in an open place.
38:14

b. Her Deception: When Judah saw her, he thought her to be an harlot.

38:15

c. Her Discretion: She asked for a pledge of thy signet…bracelets and…staff that is in thine hand.
38:18, 25
3. Her Triumphant Prospect

a. Tamar’s Conception – the Misjudgment and the Meted-out punishment.
38:18, 24

b. Judah’s Condemnation of Tamar and his self-condemnation by his own signet, bracelets and staff.
38:25, 26

c. Judah’s Concession: She hath been more righteous than I; because…I gave her not to Shelah my son. 38:26

d. Divine Condescension:
i. God’s Gracious Intervention: twins (Pharaz/Perez and Zarah/Zerah) were born to Tamar.
38:29, 30

ii. The Gracious Inclusion in the Genealogies: Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar.
Mt. 1:3, NIV
· Perez Became the most Prominent in the house of Judah, from Boaz to David. 
Ruth 4:18-22

· The Blessing of Perez was the Blessing for Ruth and Boaz:


The elders of Bethlehem wished Boaz well with his new wife and said:
Ruth 4:12, NRSV


… through the children that the LORD will give you by this young woman, 


may your house be like the house of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah."

· Perez’s Birth mentioned in both the genealogies of Christ in the N.T. 
Mt. 1:3; Lk. 3:33


Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar.
NIV

· The Place o Zerah (= scarlet) so Named because of the Nature of his birth

Gen 38:28


…the midwife took and bound upon his hand a scarlet thread, saying, This came out first.

· But Perez (= Break forth) Burst out first and Beat his Brother to it to become the firstborn. 
Gen 38:29

And it came to pass, as he drew back his hand that, behold, his brother came out: and she said, 

How hast thou broken forth? This breach be upon thee: therefore his name was called Pharez.  
· So is Tamar, their Mother - the Posed “Prostitute”, an ancestress of our Lord!

Mt. 1:3

B. Rahab, the Rescued Mother – Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab
Mt. 1:5a, NIV

1. Rahab, the Harlot.
Josh. 2:1; 6:17, 25; Heb. 11:31
a. She Cared for her family and was Concerned for them.
Josh. 2:1, 12, 13

b. She Lied to preserve the Lives of the spies.
2:4-8

c. She had Heard of the God of Israel and Feared Him. 
2:9-11

d. Because of Rahab, her family in her house was Rescued.
6:17, 22-25
e. She is honoured and made Famous in the gallery of Faith.
Heb. 11:31

2. Rahab, the Mother

a. She Married Salmon.

Mt. 1:5a

b. She was the Mother of Boaz who married Ruth (See # C)
1:5b

i. Boaz was in the Genealogies in I Chronicles (2:11, 12), Matthew (1:5) and Luke (3:32)

ii. Boaz was a Godly landowner in Bethlehem of Judah

Ruth 2:1, 4

iii. Boaz was a Generous benefactor to Ruth.

2:8-19

iv. Boaz was Gracious to fulfil his responsibility as the Kinsman Redeemer.
4:10-12

· Rahab, though a Harlot, must have taught her son Honour and Holiness to be what he was!

C. Ruth, the Redeemed Mother – Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth
Mt. 1:5b, NIV

1. She was a Moabitess experiencing “Famine” in her life.

Ruth 1:4-6 cf. 1

2. She was Faced with the prospect of widowhood and childlessness re. her Future, but she stood Fast.
1:11-15

3. She was Faithful to the Family. Consider her Famous words:  


1:16, 17

Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; 

and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God:

Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the LORD do so to me, and more also, 

if ought but death part thee and me.

4. Her Faith and Faithfulness was well-spoken of:

a. She was Bought (Redeemed) by Boaz.
Ruth 4:9-12

b. She was a Becoming wife to Boaz.

4:13a cf. 3:6-11

c. She was even a Better daughter-in-law than seven sons could be to Naomi.
4:14-16

d. She Became a mother through the good provision of the Lord. A son Obed was born.
4:13b, 17

i. The child was well-related to his grandmother.

4:15, 16

ii. The child was well-related to his community.

4:17

iii. The child was well-related to the Lord; Obed = worshipper or servant.

4:17

iv. The child became the ancestor of David and Jesus.

4:17 cf. Mt. 1:5

· And the Mother of the child was Ruth!

D. Bathsheba – the Royal Mother 

– David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah's wife.
Mt. 1:6, NIV
1. She was Uriah’s Wife forced to be a Widow by David’s intrigue. Later he took her as wife.
II Sam. 11:26, 27

She was Uriah’s wife and she was David’s wife.
11:3; 12:24

2. David was faced with the Lord’s Displeasure and Bathsheba’s new-born child had to Die.
12:13, 14

3. In time Bathsheba Became a mother to four children.
I Chr. 3:5

These were…Shammua, Shobab, Nathan and Solomon. These four were by Bathsheba…
a. Through Solomon, Jesus was the adopted Legal heir to David’s throne through Joseph.
Mt. 1:16



Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus…
b. Through Nathan, Jesus was the Real Seed of David, as son of Mary and (as was supposed) 

the son of Joseph…the son of Nathan, which was the son of David.
Lk. 3:23, 31

· Thus, Jesus avoided the curse of Jeconiah (Jer. 23:28-30) on Solomon’s kingly line through 
adoption by Joseph to inherit David’s throne, and at the same time He was David’s Seed through 

Nathan, the son of David and the ancestor of Mary, to qualify to sit on the throne as David’s real Son. 

· This was made possible through the Lord’s Virgin Birth!
· Bathsheba was an adulterous Wife, through God’s Grace she was Forgiven and she became 


a Mother to Forward God’s plan of redemption through Jesus Christ.

Con.  1
The last woman to be mentioned in the Genealogy of Jesus was Mary, the Mother of Jesus.


She was the only “Favoured” mother apart from the Four to give birth to a Perfect Son.
Lk. 1:30-33


This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary…
Mt. 1:18, NIV
Yet Simeon…said to Mary, His mother: "This Child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many 

in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too."
Lk. 2:34, 35

· Simeon prepared Mary to be a Mother of Sorrows who would give birth to the Man of Sorrows.
Isa. 53:3

Con. 2
Names of the four women in Christ’s genealogy in Matt. 1 suggested in Ruth 4:17-22.

They tell the Story of Redemption 
(F.W. Grant)

(a) Redemption provided for Sinners. 
[Tamar]

(b) Secured by Faith 
[Rahab]

(c) Frees the Sinner from the curse of the law and unites the outcast Gentile to Christ. 
[Ruth]

(d) Is eternal. Though having sinned grievously restored to fellowship with God. 
[David and Bathsheba]. 

